Aberrant oestrogen receptor species in human meningioma tissue.
Meningiomas are very rich in progestin receptors (PR) whereas oestrogen receptors (ER) are seldomly found and only at low concentrations. These tumours might possess an ER which is defective in oestrogen binding but still functional in stimulating oestrogen-responsive genes such as PR. In human meningiomas a polymerase chain reaction fragment including the DNA binding domain, the hinge region and the ligand binding domain of ER was amplified. The size of the fragment obtained was as expected from wild type mRNA sequences. Moreover, a variant, which was overexpressed in meningiomas, with a major deletion in exons 2-6 was detected.